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Treaty Grounds ready for key Rugby World Cup role
The Waitangi Treaty Grounds are ready to roll out hosting responsibilities for Rugby World Cup 2011 as the tournament build-up narrows to a matter of days.
The historic Treaty Grounds will be the venue for official welcomes to New Zealand for the international referees and judicial panel on Saturday 03 September and the Canada RWC 2011 team on Monday 05 September.
For Canada the occasion will also include an official tournament capping ceremony in front of what is expected to be an international media and supporters’ gallery and an invited guest list of over 100 dignitaries including the Canadian High Commissioner to New Zealand. 

Between 20 and 30 of the tournament referees panel and match judiciary are expected to be at the Treaty Grounds for the 03 September powhiri which will be followed by a waka experience in the sheltered waters of the inner Bay of Islands harbour. 

Waitangi National Trust Chief Executive Jeanette Richardson says the finishing touches are now being applied to what has been a massive logistical exercise to meet the diplomatic and security protocols associated with the events.

“Waitangi is no stranger to major events, but this is an opportunity to really showcase all that Waitangi and the visitor industry has to offer a national and international audience. It really is a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity and we are ready to go,” she says.
While the welcome functions are by invitation only, there will be limited provision for the wider community to witness these very special events. However restrictions will apply in the interests of security and to meet the trust’s obligations to RWC2011.  

The match officials’ function on 03 September is scheduled to start at 1p.m. at the entrance to the Treaty Grounds. The official party and invited guests will be experience a formal Maori challenge before being escorted onto the grounds to the forecourt of the Whare Rununga for the formal powhiri. Depending on the weather, the match officials will then be escorted to Hobson Beach to begin their waka experience.
(more)
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For the welcome to Canada on 05 September the programme starts at 9.30 a.m.at the Waitangi Marae. The full compliment of players and management will move from the marae to the Treaty Grounds via Nias Track at 10.30 a.m. for the formal powhiri at the Whare Rununga.
The capping ceremony is scheduled to start at 11.30 a.m.

There will be an opportunity for the members of the Canadian team to meet and greet visitors and the local community following the capping ceremony. 
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