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Media release
Waitangi 2012:
Top headliners for Waitangi free concerts
Operatic diva Dame Malvina Major and an icon of the entertainment industry Frankie Stevens will top the billings at festival concerts on the Waitangi National Trust estate at Waitangi in February.
This will be the second year Dame Malvina has featured at the free twilight concert at Waitangi which attracted an audience of over 1000 at the 2011 Waitangi festival. On that occasion Dame Malvina shared top billing with another icon of the entertainment industry, Ray Woolf.

Both Dame Malvina and the ever-popular Frankie Stevens this week confirmed their participation in the 2012 festival. The duo will be supported by classical music students from the Kerikeri School of Music directed by Carol Maher.

The open-air twilight concerts will take place on the Waitangi stage adjacent to the waka house at Hobson Bay.  Dame Malvina, Frankie and the School of Music students will feature on the evening of Sunday 05 February at 6 p.m. while the jazz and funky rock group BlackSandDiva (subs correct-no spaces) will take to the Waitangi stage for a free 90-minute twilight concert on Saturday 04 February at 6 p.m..
BlackSandDiva with Cat Tunk as lead vocalist is developing a growing reputation for its funky fusion of jazz, rock and soul music and will be making its second appearance at the traditional festival surrounding the annual Treaty of Waitangi commemorations.

Dame Malvina returned recently from a month in France working with emerging young New Zealand artists. The diva has also recently been appointed to a position as a senior Fellow at Waikato University and takes up the teaching appointment early in February 2012.  Following Waitangi she has accepted an invitation to sing at the Garden Festival at Hamilton in March. 
The multi-talented Frankie Stevens has recently returned from Singapore where he hosted a major fundraiser for the Prime Minister’s appeal for assistance to rebuild Christchurch. The globe-trotting entertainer has played numerous top international venues in a career extending back more than 40 years. He has headlined in solo and variety concerts, in stage and television shows, as an actor in feature films and as MC at major events. 
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