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NATIONAL TRUST

Our birthplace Te pitowhenua




February 6, 2011. Waitangi Day, 5.30pm
A call to gather at “charming” Waitangi
Speaking at the Treaty Grounds, the Prime Minister today urged more people to gather at Waitangi for Waitangi Day.  “They should really come to enjoy the opportunity to be part of history and what made New Zealand the country it is today,” said Mr Key.

While numbers were lower than last year’s attendance, organisers say that as this Waitangi Day fell on a Sunday, at the end of a two-day weekend, they are very satisfied with the crowd size, and more especially with the ambiance.

Supporting the Prime Minister’s call, Treaty Grounds CEO Jeanette Richardson said the celebrations at the nation’s birthplace have now been largely harmonious for the best part of a decade.  

This year’s theme, the place of sport in New Zealand society, proved very popular, with thousands passing through the special exhibition marquee.  The theme was carried further with the Prime Minister starting off a carving which will be worked upon as part of the Treaty Ground’s rugby welcome festival in October.  That, says Jeanette Richardson, will be even more reason to visit the Treaty Grounds during the year.
The biggest flagpole in New Zealand and the Band of the Royal New Zealand Navy  also made an unbeatable backdrop for a surprise proposal at Waitangi today.  A visitor dropped to one knee on the Treaty House lawns to propose marriage to his fiancée, who accepted, but she promptly whacked him in rebuke -  presumably for choosing such a popular venue.  Several thousand good-humoured witnesses were enjoying cultural group performances and the marching band at the time.
The “intimate” moment seemed to be spontaneous, and very appropriate, commented Ms Richardson.  “This is the site of New Zealand’s fundamental and enduring partnership, so we hope that is propitious for the couple.”
“It’s been a beautiful, leisurely day,” says Jeanette Richardson, “with good-humoured guests and balmy, relaxing weather.  There have been numerous performance highlights and the plans for making the grounds pedestrian-only have worked perfectly.  It has been, to use an old-fashioned word, a charming Waitangi Day.  We’ve even had a Prince Charming on this occasion.”

/ends/ More information: Michael Hooper, Communications, Waitangi National Trust. Mob: (021) 940 893.  Email: spotlightmedia@clear.net.nz.
