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Media release
03 February 2012
Pageantry continues:
Red Checkers out but Waitangi programme still full on!
The withdrawal of the Royal New Zealand Air Force precision flying and aerobatic team, the Red Checkers, has disappointed event organisers, but there is still an abundance of family entertainment scheduled for the Waitangi Treaty Grounds this weekend.

Safety is considered paramount and the aerobatic wing has been temporarily grounded pending completion of an investigation into a heavy landing which damaged one of the aircraft last weekend. 

“The display by the Red Checkers would have been the icing on the cake. It was the first time the navy and the air force had joined forces for Waitangi Day at Waitangi and we were all really looking forward to the event,” Waitangi National Trust Chief Executive Jeanette Richardson said today.
“However the Navy has pulled out all the stops and there will still be a magnificent display of pageantry and entertainment right through the weekend. 
“Coupled with the twilight concerts featuring Dame Malvina Major, Frankie Stevens and the jazz and blues group BlackSandDiva (subs:correct) there should be more than enough happening to attract plenty of attention,” she said. 
Continuing its proud history of playing a major part in the commemorative ceremonies at Waitangi, the Navy is bringing two ships, HMNZS CANTERBURY and HMNZS MANAWANUI, to Waitangi with over 170 navy personnel participating in shore-based events over the weekend.
A 100-strong Royal Guard of Honour will participate in ceremonial events and there will be public performances throughout the weekend from the RNZN Band and the navy’s Te Reo Heramana Culture Club. 

The navy programme includes two ceremonial Beat Retreat ceremonies scheduled for both Sunday 5 February and Monday 6 February, with His Excellency the Governor General and the Chief of Navy reviewing the ceremonies respectively.  
The public will be entertained by the Navy band with the military precision of the Royal Guard taking proceedings through the traditional sunset ceremony and the lowering of the white ensign.  

“With more than 100 stalls, forecasts for relatively good weather, family-oriented entertainment, the Ki-o-rahi tournament and all that is going on, we are confident that most tastes will be satisfied. 
“The fact it is an extended weekend with Waitangi Day falling on a Monday, we would like to think the public attendance could be upwards of 30,000 this year,” she said.
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