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Waitangi Day, 6 February 2011.  Noon.
Media release from Waitangi National Trust
WARM DAWN AT WAITANGI
Prime Minister John Key, opposition leader Phil Goff and British High Commissioner Vicki Treadell were among those leading prayers at the dawn karakia at the Whare Runanga on Waitangi Treaty Grounds today.

Around 800 people sat both inside outside the meeting house, listening attentively while Rev Hone Sadler invited various leaders and local figures to prayer.  The Prime Minister paid tribute to those who forged the Treaty “and the courage of our forefathers who came here 171 years ago, Pakeha and Maori, to sign the Treaty of Waitangi, and then to take it around the country so that we could have a founding document for modern-day New Zealand.  Under the cloak of the Treaty of Waitangi we will be warmed”.
As the leaders left the service and the sky began to colour, piper Bain McGregor played in the dawn under the Treaty Grounds’ Naval flagstaff.  

Crowds swelled gradually during the morning, with around 10,000 entries being recorded before noon, says Waitangi National Trust Trust CEO Jeanette Richardson, “It’s too soon to tell yet what the numbers might be for all of Waitangi Day.” 

Traffic was building on the road to Waitangi even before dawn.  The fine, humid weather, and successful traffic restrictions, were encouraging more people to arrive on foot, says Ms Richardson.

The Governor-General, Sir Anand Satyanand, walked among the stallholders and the community health groups that had set up tents and wares by the sea and on the Waitangi Green. 

Attention shifted to the bay after 8am as the large waka Ngatokimatawhaorua was escorted to by a flotilla of waka.

His Excellency then took part in the morning church service, led by Bishop Kitohi Pikaahu, the Anglican Bishop of Te Tai Tokerau.
The family atmosphere was apparent as large audiences relaxed by the Waitangi Hobson’s Beach stage, enjoying entertainment including kapa haka, folk, world music and dance. Last night’s concert on the stage by Dame Malvina Major and Ray Woolf attracted an enthusiastic audience where once again families were evident.

The Navy is featuring prominently in activities, with performances by the Navy Band and kapa haka group, a 21 gun salute from HMNZS Te Kaha at 1pm, and the spectacle of a 100-strong Guard of Honour, Beat Retreat and flag lowering at ceremonial sunset at 4pm.
/ends/
More information: Michael Hooper, Communications, Waitangi National Trust.
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