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OQur birthplace Te pitowhenua





Media Release
Monday 29th August 2011
New book to mark Waitangi’s place in history

The second in a series of new books outlining Waitangi’s unique place in the history of New Zealand was launched at the Treaty House at Waitangi last night (28th August).
The book “The Story of the Treaty House” encapsulates the voyage through time of one of New Zealand’s earliest European homes and its associations with the family of James Busby, who held office at Waitangi as British Resident from 1833 until the appointment of Hobson as Lieutenant Governor in 1840.

The new book was launched by the immediate past Chairman of the Waitangi National Trust Board Jeremy Williams and board Operations and Development Committee chairman David Jefferd.  Both are direct descendents of both James Busby and early Bay of Islands missionary Henry Williams.
Penned by the trust’s Chief Executive Jeanette Richardson the book follows the authentic history of the Treaty House from its kitset origins in Sydney, Australia, to its current role as an iconic reminder of our rise to nationhood.

“Waitangi is a place of many stories and many firsts in New Zealand’s history. The intention is to produce a collection of illustrated books outlining some of the more remarkable elements which make Waitangi a very special place,” author Jeanette Richardson says.

“The Treaty House is very special as it stands as a sentinel over the land and our future with a history central to the development of our nation,” she says.

The first in the book series “The Making of the Treaty” sold over 2000 copies within a matter of a few months of its launch and the second in the series is confidently expected to find similar support and popularity. Further books including a narrative about the world-renown Waitangi waka, Ngatokimatauwhaorua and Waitangi’s pioneering place in New Zealand’s wine-making and food production history are expected to follow in the months ahead. 

The series is designed to provide an insight into the icons which place Waitangi apart. The books are written in an easy-to-read format designed in particular to appeal to international tourists and the visitor industry at large. They combine to provide a pen-portrait of the vital role which Waitangi played in our complex bi-cultural history. 
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