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Rising young stars to support diva

In the tradition established in recent years to provide a platform to encourage some of New Zealand’s rising young classical music stars, Waitangi will again be the venue at which a further four music and vocal students will showcase their talents before a public audience.

The young performers from the Kerikeri-based Centre of Vocal Excellence will support operatic diva Dame Malvina Major and enduring entertainer Frankie Stevens at the annual twilight concert on the Waitangi Treaty Grounds tomorrow night (Sunday 5th February).  

Sharing the Waitangi stage at Hobson’s Bay will be Lucy Shand, Tommi Skipage, and Jordan Westerland. All are under the tutorage of Kerikeri’s Carol Maher who has helped put the Far North district on the classical music map through a lifetime of service to the arts.

The 15-year-old Lucy Shand has been a vocal student of Carol’s for the last six years and has developed a real love of opera. No stranger to the public stage, Lucy has been performing in drama, ballet and musical productions from an early age. She is the current Northland and North Shore Intermediate Vocal Champion and plans in future to attend university to further her studies with a view to a professional career as an opera singer.

Tommi Skipage studied musical theatre at the Waterfront Performing Arts College in Cape Town, South Africa, but has always had a desire to sing classical music, specifically opera. After a year with Carol Maher she is now even more passionate about operatic music. 
Seventeen-year-old Jordan Westerland completed his secondary education at the Kerikeri High School last year. He plans to continue classical music studies with Carol as a mentor while pursuing a university degree.

Very talented Whangarei pianist and musical director Roger McClean will accompany the young performers.

Roger took piano lessons from the age of seven and became involved in musical theatre at age 12, initially as an actor, but later working as a repetiteur for a number of productions for the Otamatea Repertory Theatre, Whangarei Amateur Operatic and Dramatic Society and the Northland Youth Theatre.
(more)

He has been Musical Director for a number of amateur and professional productions including ‘Godspell’, ‘Evita’, ‘Jesus Christ Superstar’, “West Side Story’ and ‘Miss Saigon’. 
Roger has conducted the Whangarei Youth Orchestra and Northland Sinfonia and performs regularly as a piano accompanist. 
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