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WAITANGI TREATY GROUNDS EDUCATION 
 

 PROGRAMME 
 
 

 I n t r o d u c t i o n  
 
  
 T e n a  k o u t o u  k a t o a ,  
 
 

The Waitangi National Trust has developed an education programme which offers unique  

learning experiences that compliment and enrich the learning that students experience  

in the classroom. 

 

Our programme is an integrated and balanced range that utilizes the many resources  

of the Waitangi Treaty Grounds. 

 

The ‘ Waitangi Taonga Trail Programme’ can be tailored to suit each schools 

 needs and learning objectives. 

 

This booklet is to assist schools intending to visit the Waitangi Treaty Grounds. It  

contains information about the programme we offer and how to contact our Education  

Centre. 
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SCHOOL PREPARATION 
 

On arrival to the Treaty Grounds please park vehicles at the Visitor Centre car park, assemble 
students on the grassed area and inform reception staff of your arrival. 

Schools can assist to make their visit successful by: 
1. Ensuring students have suitable clothing.  This includes warm, wet-weather gear, (during 

summer and winter) and appropriate footwear. 
2. Preparing for the powhiri so that all students can enjoy and participate.  Learning a simple 

waiata/song at school before your visit can sometimes help. 
3. Ensuring that your school has a First Aid kit.  This should be carried at all times while 

moving around the Treaty Grounds. 
4. Having the correct ratio of adult supervisors to students, and that they remain with their 

students during the visit. 
5. Students need to be aware that the Treaty Grounds is a major tourism attraction, 

especially busy in the summer months.  Consideration for other visitors is appreciated. 
 

Some basic rules to remember: 
1. No chewing gum, please have students remove gum before their visit. 
2. No food or drink permitted while inside buildings. 
3. Please move quietly and carefully through the grounds and buildings. 
4. The walls inside buildings are not to be used as backing boards if doing worksheets while 

here.  Waitangi National Trust education staff can provide backing boards on prior 
request. 

5. Please ensure that students keep noise levels to a minimum due to other visitors. 
6. Portable stereos are not permitted on the grounds during an educational visit.  Waitangi 

National Trust staff reserve the right to remove these devices if deemed inappropriate.  
The item(s) shall be returned upon departure. 

Toilets are located just outside the main entrance to the Visitor Centre, by the Waka Shelter and 
at the Treaty House car park.  You can find drinking fountains also outside the Visitor Centre 
main entrance and between the Treaty House and Te Whare Runanga. 

WNT have a limited amount of courtesy wheelchairs.  We recommend that a reservation be made 
with your booking should a wheelchair be required. 

In the unlikely event of an emergency, the emergency signal is: 
 �  A continuous loud siren which will sound off inside the buildings. 
Carefully follow the evacuation instructions of WNT staff.  Assemble at a designated safety-point 
area.  A roll call or head count by teachers/supervisors should then be done.  Do not re-enter any 
of the buildings until notified by WNT staff.   

Involve your students in planning for their visit.  Students should be encouraged to identify 
behaviour that could be dangerous or unacceptable in relation to themselves, other visitors, WNT 
staff and property.  Appropriate rules and guidelines should then be developed.   
Your organisation will have its own behavioural expectations for educational visits away from 
school.  Please ensure that your students are aware of these as their behaviour reflects upon their 
school and community.     
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“ WAITANGI TAONGA PROGRAMME” 
Sample Lesson Plan 

Activity Components Time  
Allowance 

ARRIVAL 
Initial assembly and orientation of students in the Waitangi Visitor Centre car 
park. 

5 minutes 

POWHIRI/WELCOME (See Booking Form) 
Welcome/powhiri, including karanga, karakia, whaikorero, waiata, hongi and 
hariru.   

20 minutes 
(for powhiri) 

Waka 
 • Background and construction 
 • Waka parts and kaihoe roles 
 • Te Korowai - contemporary carvings 
Flagpole and Flags 
 • As a significant landmark 
 • Nationhood and identity 
 • Symbolism 
Treaty House 
 • History 
 • Building 
 • Exhibits and artefacts 
 
Te Whare Runanga 
 •      Building and background       
 •   Physical and Social Structure 
 • Toi Maori (traditional arts of Maori) 
 
MIHI WHAKAMUTUNGA/FAREWELL 
Farewell by the Treaty Grounds kaumatua and staff 
    

 
 
 
2.5 hours 

  A Sample of Optional Additions to a basic Lesson Plan 
 

Visitor Centre 
 Audio Visual Slide Show-  History Outline 
 Artefact and Portrait Gallery 
 Culture Group/Historical Drama Performance  
 (Performances are seasonal and an additional cost)  
 
Te Taio/ The Environment 
 Mangrove Walkway to Haruru Falls (5 km– one way) 
 Flax planting (Seasonal) 
 
Treaty of Waitangi 
 Reading a dramatic script at the site of the signing of the Treaty. 

 
 
 
20 minutes 
20 minutes 
30 minutes 
 
 
 
2.5 hours 
40 minutes 
 
 
1 hour 



 

 

MAP OF WAITANGI TREATY GROUNDS 

On arrival schools are advised to park in the Visitor Centre car park.  Education staff will 
meet you there or please inform reception staff at the Visitor Centre of your arrival. 
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WAITANGI TREATY GROUNDS LEOTC PROGRAMME MENU  
WAITANGI TAONGA TRAIL  

 
The Waitangi National Trust delivers Learning Experiences Outside the Classroom (LEOTC) 
and has developed an exciting and dynamic education programme for students of all ages.  
The programme is an integrated and balanced range that utilizes the many resources of the 
Waitangi Treaty Grounds.   
 
Below is an outline of the programme available through the Waitangi Treaty Grounds 
Education Centre.  The Education Centre will customize a programme to meet the specific 
curriculum objectives and needs of your school group.  
 
The learning experiences we provide will include ‘hands-on’ activities with  educational site 
tours, bush walks, audio visual display, stories, displays and role-play. Students are 
encouraged to ask questions, make comments and take an active part.  Learning activities are 
arranged with each school group on return of their booking form. 
 
The Waitangi National Trust offers unique learning experiences that complement and enrich 
the learning that students experience in the classroom setting.  We offer alternative 
approaches to achieving curriculum requirements. 
 
WELCOME POWHIRI  
Curriculum Links include: 
- The Arts: Understanding music in context 
- Social Studies: Social Organization; Culture and Heritage 
- Health and Wellbeing:  Relationships with Other People; Healthy Communities and 

Environments  
 

- Participate directly in Maori customs and traditions of welcoming visitors and experience 
how these are passed on.  

- Recognise that te reo maori me o nga tikanga are taonga and have an important place 
within our dual heritage.   

- Learn the purpose of each part of the powhiri process in the order that it is performed.  
- Identify the complementary roles and responsibilities of male and female in the traditional 

Maori welcoming process.   
- Share similarities and differences of the Maori welcome process with the practice of other 

cultures and experience how cultural interaction can enrich communities and societies.    
 
TE TAIAO – THE ENVIRONMENT  
LAND USE AND PLACE NAMES 
Curriculum links include: 
- Science:  Making Sense of Planet Earth and Beyond 
- Social Studies: Time, Continuity and Change; Place and Environment 
 
- Learn some of the history of the area through place names that recall ancestral and 

environmental associations including Maori legends that explain landforms.   
- Discover how places are often named after landforms, ancestors or legendary tales and 

consider how we live and relate to the natural environment. 
- Discover how pepeha (Maori introduction) tells of the relationship between a person and 

the surrounding features of the environment. 
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ORNITHOLOGY – STUDY OF BIRDS 
Curriculum links include: 
- Science:  Making Sense of the Living World 
- Social Studies:  Culture and Heritage; Place and Environment 
 
- Appreciate the abundant native birdlife including the conservation of Kiwi on the 

Waitangi estate and consider how WNT protects native birds from predators.   
- Hear whakatauki (Maori proverbs) relating to birds and the birds recorded in Maori myth 

and legends. 
 
NATIVE FLORA AND FAUNA 
Curriculum links include: 
- Science:  Making Sense of the Living World; Making Sense of Planet Earth and 

Beyond 
- Social Studies: Place and Environment; Culture and Heritage 
 
- Locate the nationally significant gardens, heritage trees and bush walkways on the 

Waitangi estate that overlook the sweeping waters of Pewhairangi. 
- Learn how Maori consider flora and fauna as children of Tane and how important values 

are expressed in whakatauki (Maori proverbs). 
- Discover what sustainable management means on the Waitangi estate. 
- Experience the semi-formal cottage gardens, the colourful display of flowers, shrubs and 

native bird life that surrounds the Treaty House. 
 
MANGROVE BOARDWALK – WAITANGI TO HARURU FALLS 
Curriculum links include: 
- Science:  Making Sense of the Living World 
- Health and Physical Development:  Movement Concepts and Motor Skills; Personal 

Health and Physical Development 
 
- Take the five kilometre nature trail walking track to view marine fauna amongst the 

mangrove forest.   
- Explore the productive areas of the mangrove to discover the high and low tide feeders of 

this truly refreshing ecological swamp.   
- Identify native plants along the Haruru Falls track and learn of the traditional Maori usage 

of them.    
 
TRADITIONAL USE OF PLANTS BY MAORI 
Curriculum links include: 
- Science:  Making Sense of the Material World 
- Health and Physical Education:  Healthy Communities and Environment 
 
- Learn about rongoa (maori herbal remedies) and maori medicinal use and development of 

plants such as kawakawa and flax. 
- Discover how maori also used native materials for resources such as building, clothing, 

poison, food and fishing nets.   
- Explore the cultural aspect of native plants and how traditional practices are passed on. 
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ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITES  
HERITAGE AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITES 
Curriculum links include: 
- Science:  Making Sense of Planet Earth and Beyond 
- Social Studies:  Place and Environment 
 
- Examine the meaning of a heritage site and an archaeological site.   
- Explore the archaeological landscape of the Waitangi Treaty Grounds. 
- Differentiate between archaeological sites (physical sites such as midden) and waahi tapu 

(sacred) sites that are often intangible. 
 
TE WHARE RUNANGA – THE COUNCIL HOUSE  
BACKGROUND AND BUILDING 
Curriculum Links include: 
- Technology:  Technological Knowledge and Understanding; Technology and Society 
- Social Studies: Resources and Economic Development; Place and Environment; 

Time, Continuity and Change 
 
- Find out about the history, national significance and the purpose for building the 

traditionally carved meeting house – Te Whare Runanga.   
- Learn about the traditions and customs associated with the building of the Whare 

Runanga - meeting house, from felling a tree to its opening in 1940 and the customary use 
of Te Whare Runanga today.  

 
THE PHYSICAL AND SOCIAL STRUCTURE 
Curriculum Links include: 
- Social Studies:  Time, Continuity and Change; Place and Environment; Social 

Organisation; Culture and Heritage 
 
- Differentiate between the components of a marae and the parts of the meeting house that 

are expressed as parts of an ancestor.  
- Compare the roles of tangata whenua and manuhiri on the marae  
- Discuss the protocol and tikanga of the marae today.  
 
MAORI ART – TE WHARE RUNANGA / TE KOROWAI  
Explore the art styles of Maori through the meeting house whakairo pou (carvings), tukutuku 
(woven wall panels) and kowhaiwhai (painted rafter designs) that record aspects of Maori 
history and Maori world view. Through motivation of Toi Maori (arts of Maori) students are 
given the opportunity to gain knowledge and understanding about the content, structure and 
meaning of art works and develop visual literacy in their representation and reading of Toi 
Maori that are integral to our sense of a distinctive, evolving national identity. 
 
WHAKAIRO (CARVINGS) 
Curriculum Links include: 
- Technology:  Technological Knowledge and Understanding 
- Mathematics:  Geometry: Exploring Symmetry and Transformations 
- The Arts:  Developing Ideas in the Visual Arts; Communicating and Interpreting in 

the Visual Arts; Understanding the Visual Arts in Context. 
 

- Identify and discuss ideas about the modifications made to wood in producing carvings. 
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- Consider the importance of carvings and how they embody important tribal values and 
recorded histories.   

- Study the meanings of the patterns, symbols and motifs used in carvings and their links to 
the living and ancestral world. 

- Explore how symmetry is characteristic of maori carving. 
 
TUKUTUKU WOVEN PANELS 
Curriculum Links include: 
- Technology:  Technological Knowledge and Understanding 
- Mathematics:  Geometry: Exploring Symmetry and Transformations 
- The Arts:  Developing Ideas in the Visual Arts; Communicating and Interpreting in 

the Visual Arts; Understanding the Visual Arts in Context. 
 
- Consider and discuss modification of natural plants customarily used in weaving. 
- Learn of the traditions and stories told through the patterns and symbols of the tukutuku 

weaved panels that sit between the carvings.   
- Discover the repetitive patterns used in tukutuku and how symmetry is characteristic of 

tukutuku weaving. 
 
KOWHAIWHAI (PAINTED RAFTER PATTERNS) 
Curriculum Links include: 
- Mathematics:  Geometry:  Exploring Symmetry and Transformations 
- The Arts:  Developing Ideas in the Visual Arts; Communicating and Interpreting in 

the Visual Arts; Understanding the Visual Arts in Context. 
 
- Find out about the repetitive painted scroll designs on the rafters of the meeting house and 

how use of symmetry through rotation, reflection and translation are characteristic of 
kowhaiwhai design.   

- Study the design element of kowhaiwhai through the motifs of pitau, kape and other 
combinations that add variety. 

 
THE TREATY HOUSE – BRITISH RESIDENCY  
HISTORY OF THE TREATY HOUSE 
Curriculum Links include: 
- Social Studies:  Culture and Heritage; Time, Continuity and Change; Place and 

Environment 
 
- Explore the purpose for building the house and learn of the development of the Waitangi 

estate by James Busby, the first British Resident and his family. 
- Learn about the place where the final considerations were made to the Treaty of Waitangi 

before being placed before the historic Maori gathering. 
- Trace the history of the house and estate to the Bledisloe’s purchase and gift of the 

Waitangi estate to the nation in 1932.   
- Learn how and why different people associated with Waitangi are remembered. 
 
BUILDING OF THE TREATY HOUSE 
Curriculum Links include: 
- Technology:  Technological Knowledge and Understanding; Technology and Society 
- Social Studies:  Culture and Heritage; Resources and Economic Activities 
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- Visit the historical Treaty House to view and discuss the architecture and materials used 
in the building and study the design and the extensions added to the original structure of 
this prefabricated building of 1833.   

- Discuss the renovation and restoration of the Treaty House over the years. 
 
EXHIBITS AND ARTIFACTS DISPLAYED IN THE TREATY HOUSE 
Curriculum Links include: 
- Social Studies:  Time, Continuity and Change;   
 
- View the static displays, interpretations and other exciting memorabilia of early European 

settlement, the Treaty of Waitangi and key people in the Bay of Islands during the 
development of New Zealand.   

- Find out about the everyday lives of people who lived in the area long ago.   
- Discuss the development of the Treaty Grounds through the photographic exhibition and 

discover the array of taonga (treasures) as a basis to provoke discussion and to analyse 
history. 

 
THE FLAGPOLE AND FLAGS  
Curriculum Links include: 
- Mathematics:  Measurement 
- Social Studies:  Time, Continuity and Change; Culture and Heritage 
 
- Learn about the flagstaff on this significant landmark that marks the spot where the 

Treaty of Waitangi was first signed. 
- Discover the Navy’s association with the Treaty Grounds that predates nationhood. 
- Differentiate between the official flags developed and flown over time that surround New 

Zealand’s nationhood and identity.   
- Learn what the symbols mean on each of the flags and where each design derives from. 
 
THE WAKA - NGATOKIMATAWHAORUA  
BACKGROUND TO THE WAKA 
Curriculum Links include: 
- Science:  Making Sense of the Nature of Science and its Relationship to Technology 
- Mathematics:  Measurement 
- Social Studies:  Culture and Heritage; Time, Continuity and Change 
 
- Hear about the legend of Kupe surrounding his journey to Aotearoa and the navigational 

techniques employed by Maori with the use of natural indicators. 
- Learn about the dimensions and details of the ceremonial waka, Ngatokimatawhaorua. 
 
WAKA CONSTRUCTION 
Curriculum links include: 
- Technology:  Technology and Society   
- Social Studies:  Social Organisation; Culture and Heritage 
 
- Learn about the selection and maori process for the use of indigenous timbers and how 

three giant kauri trees were adapted to become the waka Ngatokimatawhaorua.  Consider 
the rituals, traditions and customs associated with building the waka. 

- Discover how the waka was crafted from felling a tree to its intricate carved pieces.  
- Compare man and wind powered technology with that of today’s vessels. 
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WAKA PARTS AND ROLES PLAYED 
Curriculum links include: 
- Social Studies:  Social Organisation; Culture and Heritage 
- Health and Wellbeing: Personal Health and Physical Development:  Relationships 

with Other People; Movement Concepts and Motor Skills  
 
- Learn the names and purpose for parts of the waka, interpretation of the carvings and the 

purpose of the decorations as steering aids.   
- Discover the role of the kaihoe crew and hoe and action commands. 
 
TE KOROWAI O MAIKUKU – THE WAKA SHELTER 
Curriculum links include: 
- The Arts:  Developing Ideas in the Visual Arts; Communicating and Interpreting in 

the Visual Arts; Understanding the Visual Arts in Context  
- Social Studies:  Place and Environment 
 
- Opened in 1976, the waka cloak/shelter houses the waka and is decorated with 

contemporary carvings by various Iwi.  Learn the meaning of each of the carvings that 
depict various ancestors or relate to waka tradition. 

- Hear about the legend of Maikuku and why the beach was renamed Hobson’s Beach. 
 
WAITANGI VISITOR CENTRE  
Curriculum links include: 
- Technology:  Technology and Society 
- Social Studies:  Place and Environment 
 
- Study the 1983 building design by John Scott, leading architect of his time.   
- Find out how the partnership arising from the Treaty of Waitangi and balance between the 

colonial influences of the Treaty House are incorporated into the Visitor Centre design. 
- View the audio visual show that outlines the history of Waitangi and the Bay of Islands 

and tells how our people came to share New Zealand. 
 
INTERPRETATION OF PIECES AND CARVINGS – VISITOR CENTRE 
- Social Studies:  Place and Environment; Time, Continuity and Change 
 
- Learn what the double sided door lintel and totara carving within the Audio Visual 

Theatre depicts and the symbolic meaning of the stained glass window. 
- Gain insight to the identities of people associated with the signing of the Treaty of 

Waitangi through the display gallery that houses artifacts, portraits and Treaty facsimilie 
displays.   

- Learn how and why different people associated with Waitangi are remembered. 
 
CULTURAL PERFORMANCES  
Curriculum links include: 
- The Arts:  Music:  Developing Ideas in Music; Communicating and Interpreting in 

Music.  Dance:  Developing Practical Knowledge in Dance; Communicating and 
Interpreting Dance; Understanding Dance in Context 

- Health and Physical Education:  Relationships with other people; Movement 
Concept and Motor skills 

 
- View a live performance of our resident culture group Nga Puawai o Waitangi and learn a 

Maori action song to perform.  (There is an extra charge for  cultural performance) 
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- Explore through movement the dance elements of body awareness, space, time and 
relationships with others.   

- Discuss the purpose of waiata-ringa and haka as a form of communication and conveying a 
message.  

 
TOURISM AT THE WAITANGI TREATY GROUNDS  
Curriculum links include: 
- Social Studies:  Place and Environment; Culture and Heritage 
 
- Visit the Waitangi Treaty Grounds and particularly the Historical Precinct to learn of its role 

in tourism.  
- Discover cultural heritage in a tourism context and factors that have influenced the 

development of tourism at Waitangi. 
- Learn about the role of culture and its impact on people. 
- Define Maori words relevant and in common usage in a maori tourism context. 
 
TREATY OF WAITANGI – DRAMA TREATY RE-ENACTMENT  
Curriculum links include: 
- The Arts:  Drama: Developing Practical Knowledge in Drama, Communicating and 

Interpreting in Drama.  
 
- Develop knowledge, attitudes and understanding through developing awareness of the events 

leading up to the signing of the Treaty of Waitangi.   
- Examine the articles of the Treaty of Waitangi and explain the significance of their 

contribution.     
- Participate in a re-creation of the events of the 5th and 6th February 1840 to extend 

understanding of the personalities involved and their motivations. 
- Apply knowledge of drama practice and take on specific roles to consider view points from 

another time and place. 
- Gain an understanding of why the Treaty is significant to New Zealand.  Explore values by 

examining and clarifying their own values and those of others in relation to issues in society.  
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POWHIRI ON WAITANGI TREATY GROUNDS 
 
 
The powhiri (welcome) is intended to be an enjoyable introduction to the Waitangi 
Treaty Grounds.  It is hoped that the powhiri enhances the vision Lord and Lady 
Bledisloe, who gifted the Treaty Grounds in 1932, had for all people of Aotearoa New 
Zealand to share and walk in the footprints of our ancestors. 
 
The following is an outline of the powhiri to assist visitors participating in a powhiri.  
This is a guide on what to expect at the Waitangi Treaty Grounds where aspects of 
Ngapuhi (local Iwi) protocols are acknowledged. 
 
Te Powhiri – The welcome 
There are three parts to the powhiri on the Treaty Grounds.  The first is the karanga  
(welcome call) from the tangata whenua (home people) and it indicates that they are 
ready to receive the visitors.  The second is whakawhitiwhiti korero (exchange of 
greetings) between the hosts and the visitors.  The last part of the powhiri is the hongi 
(pressing of noses), whereby visitors become part of the tangata whenua through the 
karanga, mihimihi and physical contact with the hosts. 
 
Nga Tangata Whenua – Home people 
The tangata whenua are the home-based people of the area who have a special 
association with the Treaty Grounds.  This includes local people and members of the 
Waitangi National Trust staff.  Descendants of both Maori and European signatories 
of the Treaty of Waitangi continue to be represented.  The role of tangata whenua is to 
ensure the safety and wellbeing of the visitors, retain the mana (integrity) of the 
Treaty Grounds and honour the intention of the Bledisloe gift. 
 
Nga Manuhiri – Visitors 
Visitors to the Waitangi Treaty Grounds can include students, politicians and tourists 
representing the group and area they come from.  The role of the visitors is extremely 
important in the powhiri.  It requires them to have a clear understanding of their visit, 
be prepared with speeches and supporting waiata (song).  This includes appropriate 
dress, knowledge of what makes the Treaty Grounds special and respecting the 
environment. 
 
The powhiri begins with the karanga.  It is of note that Northern tribes were renowned 
for sometimes having an appropriate mature male speaker to return the call of the 
kaikaranga  
(women who perform the karanga).  We would warmly encourage visiting groups to 
consider an appropriate person replying to the kaikaranga and speaking on their 
behalf.   
 
Nga Kaumatua me nga Kuia – The Elders 
The responsibility of whomever is organizing the visit on behalf of the group includes 
having the blessing and clear guidance of their kaumatua and kuia.  The presence of 
elders says clearly that you have a kete aroha, roimata and wairua (baskets of love, 
tears and  spirit).  We welcome groups bringing their elders and will support this in 
any way we can. 
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OUTLINE OF THE POWHIRI  

 
 

The visitors will be met in the car park by a member of Waitangi National Trust staff. 
 

 
1. The visiting group are given time to pause and anticipate the powhiri after they 

are shown the correct area to gather quietly.  The powhiri is usually at Te 
Korowai (waka shelter) or at Te Whare Runanga.  The unity of the group is more 
assured when the group take on a compact formation.  A triangular formation with 
the women encased by the men allows for accepted speakers to be strategically 
placed to maintain their role and approach as one group.  After the first call or 
karanga from the tangata whenua, a kaikaranga among the visitors may reply as 
the group advances.  If the visiting group does not have the appropriate male 
speaker then they can rely on the experience and expertise of their kuia as the 
group approaches the Marae. 

 
2. As the kaikaranga invites the group to move forward the manuhiri (visitors) are 

also being invited to bring their kete aroha, roimata and wairua.   
 

3. The spokesperson for the tangata whenua will then formally welcome the group 
with a short speech followed by a supporting waiata.  This is now the beginning 
of the whakawhitiwhiti korero, exchange of greetings.  The tikanga (correctness) 
on this occasion follows a pattern where all the tangata whenua speak first and 
then indicate to the visitors it is time to reply.   

 
4. After all the visitors’ speakers have finished the tangata whenua invite the visiting 

group to move forward and hariru (shake hands and hongi).  This is the final part 
of the powhiri.  Ngapuhi protocol means that the hongi or pressing of noses is 
only done once.  The two people shake hands, each using their right hand.  The 
head is bent forward, and the noses are pressed together lightly.  
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T H E  W A I T A N G I  T R E A T Y  G R O U N D S  

A N D  T H E  W A I T A N G I  N A T I O N A L  

T R U S T  

 

The Waitangi National Trust estate includes the place where the Treaty of Waitangi 

was signed on the 6th of February 1840. The public have access to this important 

historic site because it was purchased by Lord and Lady Bledisloe in 1932 at the 

suggestion of a local lawyer and MP, Vernon Reed. After only 5 years in New 

Zealand and one visit to Waitangi, in 1932, the Bledisloes recognised the importance 

of Waitangi as the birthplace of New Zealand as a nation. Reed had been unable to 

convince successive governments to purchase the land as it came up for sale.  

 

Bledisloe purchased the land that houses the Treaty Grounds and another 1000 acres 

of surrounding land with the intention of presenting the entire estate to the people of 

New Zealand. In November of the same year a Deed of Trust set out the objectives for 

a National Reserve. Priority was given to the repair and restoration of the former 

residence of James and Agnes Busby, renamed the Treaty House at the request of 

Lord Bledisloe. The Waitangi National Trust Board was also established and included 

the Bledisloes, descendents and representatives of Maori and European who had 

signed the Treaty, the people of the North and South Islands and others leaders of 

New Zealand. The Board continues to be made up of descendents and representatives 

of people directly associated with this historic site.  

 

To commemorate the centenary of the signing and the gift of the Bledisloes, Sir 

Apirana Ngata, with Tau Henare, initiated plans for a carved meeting to be built on 

the Treaty Grounds. The Whare Runanga was opened and presented to the people of 

New Zealand on the 6th February 1940.  

 

The centenary was also celebrated with the launch of the waka taua 

Ngatokimatawhaorua. Princess Te Puea Herangi of Waikato had a vision to see a fleet 

of waka at Waitangi for the celebrations.  To bring about this vision a small team was  
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sent from Waikato to assist Ngapuhi in building a waka. Ngatokimatawhaorua is now 

housed under its korowai at Hobson’s Beach and can be seen on the water every 

Waitangi Day.  

 

The Treaty Grounds continue to be a major focus for Waitangi Day commemorations. 

The Flag station and its colours, along with the Treaty House, the Whare Runanga and

Ngatokimatawhaorua represent some of New Zealand’s most historic moments.  

 

 

 

 
Lord and Lady Bledisloe 
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RECOMMENDED READING & INFORMATION WEBSITES 
SCHOOL RESOURCES 
A Story of the Treaty   Kelvin Smythe Developmental Publications Ltd, Hamilton. 

      �  A wonderful collection of photos and a great resource.  An excellent buy. 

Treaty of Waitangi, Past and Present  Waitangi Tribunal, 1999. 

      �  Another excellent resource, available through the Waitangi Tribunal.  Good pictures and 

information. 

The Treaty of Waitangi Information Programme Booklets  State Services Commission, Wellington. 

�  The Story of the Treaty (part 1), Timeline of the Treaty, and The Journey of the Treaty.  

An excellent series of informative booklets.  Highly recommended.   

�

 ����������	
��

The Treaty of Waitangi.  Claudia Orange. Allen & Unwin, Wellington, 1987. 

�  A dense, detailed read but worth it. 

The Story of a Treaty.  Claudia Orange. Bridget Williams Books, Wellington, 1989. 

�  Aimed at school children; illustrated. 

The Treaty of Waitangi.  Ross Calman. Reed, Auckland, 2003. 

�  Aimed at school children; illustrated.  

Our Treaty, The Treaty of Waitangi 1840 to the Present.  Ruth Nauman. New House Publishers, 

Auckland, 2002.  

�  A great text for secondary and primary schools. Update of below.  

Te Mana o te Tiriti, The Living Treaty.  Ruth Nauman,  Lynn Harrison and Te Kaponga Winiata. 

New House Publishers, Auckland, 1990 

�  Excellent background information to the events leading up to the Treaty and the differ-

ent approaches to the signing in 1840.  

��
��
���

www.treatyofwaitangi.govt.nz 

www.waitangi-tribunal.govt.nz 

www.waitangi.net.nz 

www.archives.govt.nz 

www.govt.nz/en/aboutnz/#section1 
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SAFETY REQUIREMENTS FOR VISITING SCHOOLS 

 
 TO:  Waitangi National Trust                   DATE: ………………………………... 
 
 FROM: ............................................................................................................................................. 

 
 

CONFIRMATION OF VISITING SCHOOLS HEALTH & SAFETY  
MANAGEMENT PLAN 

 
We confirm that we have health and safety procedures and plans in force and that we undertake that this 
plan will remain in force during LEOTC visits to the Waitangi Treaty Grounds.  All actual or potential 
hazards are identified and eliminated, isolated, or minimized by the application of appropriate safety  
management procedures. 
 
  
O Staff competence for leading LEOTC activities is assessed against accepted best practice. 

 
O Students participating in a LEOTC activity have access to a qualified first-aider and First-aid kits  
     are accessible and available on all LEOTC activities. 

 
O Hazards relevant to the LEOTC event has been identified and eliminated, isolated, or minimized  
     by the application of appropriate safety management procedures for example, risk analysis  
     management system (RAMS) or a safety action plan (SAP). 

 
O There is a communication system in place to facilitate actions during an emergency. 

 
O Students’ needs and hazards (cultural, health, medical or behavioral) are identified and managed. 

 
O Appropriate clothing and footwear will be worn by students and supervising adults. 

 
O We accept induction in and undertake to follow applicable Waitangi National Trust Health and  
     Safety procedures. 
 
  
 
SIGNED:  ...............................................  SIGNED:  ................................................... 
  SCHOOL                WAITANGI NATIONAL TRUST 



 

 

 

W A I T A N G I   T R E A T Y   G R O U N D S  

 

 E D U C A T I O N   

 

C E N T R E 

 

C O N T A C T   D E T A I L S 

�

Bookings can be made by phoning the Education Centre or by faxing the booking form 

included inside this booklet.  The Education Centre is open normal school hours including the 

holidays. 

 

Education Officer 

WAITANGI NATIONAL TRUST 

Phone:  09 402 6719 or  09 402 7437 ext: 217 

Fax:  09 402  6718 or 4028 303 

Email:  edofficer@waitangi.net.nz 

 

The Waitangi National Trust reserves the right to cancel or postpone visits should weather 

conditions not be suitable. 

 

Please contact us if you have any further queries regarding our Education Programme. 

We look forward to hosting your school here at Waitangi Treaty Grounds. 

 

Naku noa, na 

 

WAITANGI TREATY GROUNDS EDUCATION TEAM 

�
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